BACTERIOLOGY
On the day of admission four blood cultures were taken into aerobic and anaerobic bottles. Growth was detected by the radiometric system (Bactec, Johnston Laboratories, Becton Dickinson and Co, Towson, Maryland, USA). Broths were incubated at 37°C, the aerobic bottles being shaken for the first 24 h. The first set gave a positive reading in the aerobic broth on the following day. Gram staining of the broth showed Gram negative rods with some coccoid forms. The remaining three sets all produced a similar organism in the aerobic broth after 48 h incubation.
Subcultures were made on to 5% (vol/vol) horse blood agar and incubated under 5 % CO2 aerobically and under anaerobic conditions (80% N2, 10% H2, 10% CO2). A limited range of biochemical characteristics was determined using the methods and media described by Cowan.5 For more complete characterisation the isolate was referred to the Computer Identification Laboratory at the National Collection of Type Cultures, Central Public Health Laboratory, Colindale.
Disc diffusion antimicrobial sensitivities were determined by the comparative method6 using Isosensitest agar with 5% (vol/vol) lysed blood. In addition, the minimum inhibitory concentration and minimum bactericidal concentration of ampicillin were determined in Isosensitest broth with 5% (vol/vol) lysed blood.6 The minimum bactericidal concentration was defined as that concentration which killed 99.9% of the original inoculum. Bactericidal activity of the patient' s serum against the infecting strain was determined in Isosensitest broth containing 50% (vol/vol) horse serum. 6 Growth appeared on horse blood agar after 24 h incubation under 5% CO2 but was better characterised after 48 h incubation. On disc sensitivity testing the isolate was sensitive to ampicillin, tetracycline, and gentamicin and moderately sensitive to penicillin (inhibition zone diameter with 1U penicillin disc 12 mm smaller than that of Staphylococcus aureus NCTC 6571). The ampicillin minimum inhibitory concentration was 0-06 mg/l and the minimum bactericidal concentration 0 125 mg/l. Serum obtained while the patient was receiving intravenous ampicillin and gentamicin was bactericidal to a dilution of 1/256 before and greater than 1/1024 one hour after both antibiotics had been given.
Discussion
In 1972 Hollis et al described a Gram negative rod isolated on Thayer-Martin gonococcal selective agar, which they designated TM-1.3 The organism was identified from throat swabs taken in a survey for carriers of Neisseria lactamica and N meningitidis. In 1976 Snell and Lapage2 proposed the name Kingella denitrificans for this organism, stating that it is found in the respiratory tract of man and has unknown pathogenicity. Of the strains referred to the Center for Disease Control, Atlanta, USA, more than 80% were isolated from the respiratory tract with five isolates from rectal and genitourinary sources and two from blood.8
The strain described here conforms to the descriptions of K denitrificans given by Snell and Lapage2 and 
